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ELA  ELA  
Today we are going to read a news article about the coronavirus 

and identify the central idea and key details of a text.
Directions: Let’s get prepared for the lesson. Get out your ELA Journal   

and copy this definition. 
Central idea-is the central, unifying element of the story, 

which ties together all of the other elements of fiction used 
by the author to tell the story.
Key Details-a word or phrase that helps the reader make 

sense of what they are reading.

Click each title below to watch a quick 
review video if you need to. 

BrainPop Jr.: Central Idea
Flocabulary: Simple and Compound Sentences



1. ELA Journals
2. eLearning Day Five 

PowerPoint

Standard(s)

Materials and 
Resources:

5.RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text to analyze meaning in 
and beyond the text

5.RI.6.1 Summarize a text with two or more central ideas; cite 
key supporting details.

Standard 4: Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing and 
speaking.

1. Interactive Read Along
2. Independent Reading
3. Independent Reading 

Response

Activities:

I Can…

• I can identify the 
central idea and key 
details of a text



Shut down by coronavirus, schools scramble to feed students



The coronavirus is causing more and more schools to close. It is forcing school leaders across the 
country to address another problem. If schools shut down, their students may not be able to get 
the meals they need. A coronavirus is a type of virus that typically causes colds. This latest 
coronavirus causes flu-like symptoms. It can be deadly. Millions of students rely on the free or 
discounted meals they eat at school. Some people worry that as more schools close their doors, 
more children will go hungry. Joel Berg is the leader of Hunger Free America, a New York-based 
nonprofit. He said that these school meals are a big deal. Almost 30 million kids a day rely on them, 
he said. As of March 9, 507 schools throughout the United States have been closed or are 
scheduled to close. These school closings affect 363,357 students. Health officials are saying social 
distancing can help limit the spread of the disease. Social distancing is when you stay away from 
crowds and crowded spaces to prevent the spread of a disease. This is why schools are shutting 
down. This is also why people are being told to stay at home. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
oversees the nation's school meal programs. It has instructed schools on how to feed students 
during these closures. That does not mean it will be easy for schools to make sure that students 
get the meals they need.



Access To Food 
In Fremont, Nebraska, the district decided to shut down schools for the week. A person in the 
community may have gotten the coronavirus. That means roughly 4,300 students are out of school 
for at least five days. About 6 in 1o families in the school district may receive free or reduced lunch. 
The school district does not have plans to distribute meals to students. The schools are working with 
local food pantries, though. They are making sure children do not miss meals. The Agriculture 
Department allows some districts to offer meals using programs created to feed low-income children 
during the summer. The program says children must be fed in groups, though. Because of the 
coronavirus, people should not be meeting in large groups. It could make more people sick. The 
School Nutrition Association is a group that works to put good meals in schools. It wrote a letter to 
the Agriculture Department asking to make some changes. It asked for meals to be given to smaller 
groups of children. It said meals should be served at closed schools and community sites. The group 
also urged the Agriculture Department to allow districts to deliver meals to more locations. It would 
be safer and easier for families to get their meals that way. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) is a government group. It works to keep people in the U.S. healthy. The CDC gave 
advice in response to the coronavirus. It suggested that schools consider ways to distribute food, 
such as offering "grab-and-go" bagged lunches or meal delivery. That way students will not have to 
gather in groups. California and Washington state asked the government if meal services can 
continue while schools are closed. In early March, the Agriculture Department said yes.



"A Basic Need" 
Coronavirus has caused the most problems for schools in Washington state. Schools there said 
they have struggled. It is hard to keep meals flowing to students. In Bothell, Washington, the 
Northshore School District closed all of its schools on March 5. They may be closed for up to 14 
days. The district began online classes on March 9. It provided lunches to students, too, offering 
"grab-and-go" meals at 17 school sites. This article is available at 5 reading levels at 
https://newsela.com. Juliana Fisher is in charge of the district's food services. She said that 
students cannot learn if they do not have the nutrition they need. The district has 23,500 students. 
More than 3,000 of them may receive free or reduced lunch, Fisher said. The school had to make 
plans to deliver meals safely. She said school workers organized into groups and made a plan to 
deliver meals. Students did not have to pre-order their lunches; if they showed up, they received a 
meal, Fisher said. Situations like this really show how important school lunches are for some 
families, she added.



ASSIGNMENT
(Write your response in your ELA Journal)

1) Write a 5 to 10 sentence summary of this article. Form a main idea and use details to 
support your ideas. 

2) Make and support a claim about why someone should read this text. What makes this 
text worth reading? What will a reader gain or what might a reader do after reading this? 
Support your response with specific details from the text. (Write your answer in your ELA 
journal.)



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

Directions: Read the paragraph from the introduction [paragraphs 1-7].

Millions of students rely on the free or discounted meals they eat at school. Some people worry that as more 
schools close their doors, more children will go hungry.

1) Which of the following is an accurate explanation of what this paragraph means?

A) Millions of students have already received free or discounted meals since schools shut down.
B) Millions of students want the schools to open up so they can get their free meals.
C) Closing schools down can lead to problems for many kids who depend on school meals.
D) Closing schools down is the safest thing to do until the coronavirus passes.



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

Directions: Read the section "Access To Food."

2) Which sentence from the section shows why the School Nutrition Association wrote to the Agriculture 
Department?

A) The Agriculture Department allows some districts to offer meals using programs created to feed low-
income children during the summer.
B) The program says children must be fed in groups, though.
C) The School Nutrition Association is a group that works to put good meals in schools.
D) It asked for meals to be given to smaller groups of children.



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

3) What caused the district in Fremont to shut down schools?

A) The district did not have enough school meals.
B) The Agriculture Department asked them to do it.
C) The CDC ordered all schools in the U.S. to close.
D) Someone in the area could have gotten coronavirus.



Quiz
(Write your response in your ELA Journal. Number your paper.)

4) What effect does social distancing have on the spread of disease?

A) It can make it more likely that a disease will spread.
B) It can lower the chances of the disease spreading.
C) It does not have an effect on the spread of disease.
D) It can cause the spread of disease to get worse.
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ELA  ELA  
Choose One:

If you have access to a computer, go on Lexia or Raz-Kids.

For students who want to do extra work, read a story on EPIC, BookFlix, or Raz-Kids, NewsEla, or 
Readworks.org. 

OR

Read a book with your parent, grandparent, brother, sister, or friend. 

For questions about this lesson, email Dr. Betts at mbetts-field@richlandone.org

ACTIVITIES


